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Daily: New England Golf Guide
Tuesday: Picks of the week 
Wednesday: CLOSE-UP on Manchester, N.H.

A GLORIOUSLY 

1 2 3

4

5

6

789

MAINE

10

11

B Y  N E C E E  R E G I S  ª  G L O B E  C O R R E S P O N D E N T

P H O T O G R A P H S  B Y  M I C H E L E  M C D O N A L D  •  G L O B E  S T A F F

12

SPECIAL 
SECTION

GRITTY 
GROOVE

P I T T S B U R G HH OT  S P OT

S A N  F R A N C I S C O
EXPLORE NEW ENGLAND

Thursday night at 11:30 a line is forming at the
corner of East Carson and 17th streets for grilled
chicken wrapped in pita bread that locals fondly re-
fer to as ‘‘cat on a stick.’’ Grill meister Dan McSwig-
gen explains that he usually cooks outside only on
weekends, but a lightning strike knocked out power
at Cambod-Ican Kitchen, an American-Asian fusion
restaurant he runs with his Cambodian-born wife,
Moeun. ª Ten years before opening here, the couple
operated their business from a truck. ª ‘‘I remember
times when people would line up late at night, and it
would start snowing. There’d be a guy standing with
an inch of snow on his head wanting cat on a stick
and a wonton,’’ says McSwiggen. ª His good-natured
ability to adapt to challenging circumstances and
his customers’ tenacity mirror the spirit of Pitts-
burgh as it emerges from its industrial past into a
21st-century city. ª One neighborhood that particu-
larly embodies this transformation is South Side, or,
as the natives pronounce it, ‘‘Sou’side.’’ ª When vir-

Moving beyond its industrial past, 
the South Side pulses with a funky vibe
yet stays true to its working-class roots
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1. Hanging out at The Beehive, an eatery with brightly painted walls and mismatched tables and chairs. 2. Details on some of the older homes in the neighborhood, which used its designation
as a historic district to spur development. 3. Miriam Belblidia found flowers at a farmers’ market. 4. Restaurant workers take a break outside. 5. Paintings by Katharine T. Harris are for sale at
The Beehive. 6. A dog announces a stranger’s arrival. 7. Barry Slade of Duquesne Light works at running a cable underground. 8. The pastor at Holy Assumption of St. Mary’s Orthodox Church
on South 19th Street is known as Father Patrick. 9. Pittsburghers Michele Kranik and Robert Revay check out an exhibit at the Silver Eye Center for Photography. 10. The Slopes section of
South Side has spectacular views of the city. 11. The band MINK checks out the area before a gig. 12. A papier-mâché head gazes out of a window from Culture Shop on East Carson Street. 

By Bonnie Tsui
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

SAN FRANCISCO — My
day in the life of a sommelier
started in the cramped quar-
ters of the wine cellar for the
Fifth Floor Restaurant in San
Francisco, where I helped
Emily Wines — yes, that’s her
real name — restock her
upstairs bar.

Wines is the head somme-
lier at Fifth Floor, and lucky
for me, she has quietly begun

to welcome the public for
behind-the-scenes glimpses
into her rarefied world.
Seven years ago, she joined
Fifth Floor, the Hotel Palo-
mar’s signature restaurant,
and helped her predecessor,
Rajat Parr, create an impres-
sive 1,400-bottle wine list
that has won Wine Specta-
tor’s Grand Award several
times. Now she is spearhead-
ing an ambitious program
that includes theme tasting

seminars, classes in wine and
food pairing, and a weekend
sommelier experience for
hotel guests. 

What I began to learn in
that cool, dim storeroom is
that the business of being a
sommelier is a lot less myste-
rious (‘‘Deciding what you
should drink doesn’t have to
be intimidating; it should be
about what you like’’) and
more ephemeral (‘‘wine is a

A DAY IN THE LIFE
HOTEL LETS GUESTS SHADOW ITS SOMMELIER

Sommelier Emily Wines pulls bottles from the cellar of the Fifth Floor Restaurant.
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BONNIE TSUI FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

HEAD NORTH TO THE HOME
OF CLASSIC ARCHITECTURE, 
ARTISTS, AND GENERATIONS
OF SEASIDE VILLAGERS. M7
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