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OWHERE ELSE captures

the United States’ revolution-

ary spirit quite like the New

England city of Boston, on the

country’s northeastern coast.

Its famed Freedom Trail, full of
historic landmarks, vividly portrays Boston’s role in
shaping modern America. It’s a town, however, that
celebrates its past while engaging with its future.
Indeed, the greater Boston area hums with youthful
exuberance due to its more than 50 institutions of
higher education, including Harvard University, as
well as the professionals who flock to its high-tech,
medicine and science sectors.

Boston’s patchwork of distinct and colourful
neighbourhoods provides a small town’s friendly
charm to the otherwise pulsing metropolis. A
walkable city rich in public gardens and waterside
promenades, Boston also contains world-class
museums of art, an acclaimed symphony orches-
tra, and multiple champion professional sports
teams including the Red Sox (baseball), Celtics
(basketball), Bruins (ice hockey) and the 2015
winners of the Super Bowl football finals, the
New England Patriots.

In recent years, the dining scene has hit new
heights, and new luxury accommodations have
opened. “Ours is a world-class city with hometown
heart,” says Mayor Martin J. Walsh. “Boston is the
hub - of culture and science, tradition and diversity,
all within easy reach.” Whether it is history, archi-
tecture or just beer you are interested in, many
Boston attractions offer short tours for a more
insightful experience.

FANEUIL HALL

Built as a centre for commerce in 1742, Faneuil
Hall became a meeting house for politics and
protest in pre-Revolutionary days, leading it to
be called the “Cradle of Liberty”. Still used today
for public forums, the hall is one of 16 sites to
visit along the Freedom Trail with historical talks
offered every 30 minutes. Note the weathervane,
a golden grasshopper, atop the structure. Nearby,
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, a series of restored
19th-century buildings, offers dozens of places to
shop, dine and drink.

www.thefreedomtrail.org
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NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM

Sharks, penguins, green sea turtles and thousands
of other aquatic animals can be seen at the New
England Aquarium. To get a peek at how an aquar-
ium is run on a day-to-day basis, such as how tanks
are maintained, what the animals eat and how sick
animals are nursed back to health, sign up for one of
the twice-daily tours offered by aquarium educators.

wWww.neaq.org

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER
MUSEUM

Located in the 15th-century-style Venetian palazzo
home of traveller and arts lover Isabella Stewart
Gardner (1840-1924), the museum exhibits her
personal collection of art and antiquities from
ancient Rome, Medieval Europe, Renaissance Italy,
Asia, the Islamic world and 19th-century France
and the United States. Wander through galleries
surrounding the garden courtyard and view
sculptures, furniture, ceramics, rare manuscripts,
tapestries, drawings and paintings by Rembrandt,
Matisse, Manet, Sargent, Michelangelo, Whistler,
Titian and other masters. Daily tours explore the
history of the woman, the collection and the build-
ing, including the contemporary wing designed by
Pritzker Architecture Prize-winner Renzo Piano.

www.gardnermuseum.org

SYMPHONY HALL

For more than 100 years, music aficionados have
flocked to hear the Boston Symphony Orchestra

in its concert hall acclaimed for its acoustics. On
selected Wednesdays and Saturdays, visitors can join
behind-the-scenes tours of the storied venue while
learning about the history and traditions of the
orchestra, as well as fun facts about the hall, such as
the reason Beethoven is the only composer whose
name is inscribed on a plaque above the stage.

www.bso.org

HARPOON BREWERY

Located in Boston’s Seaport District, the Harpoon
Brewery and Beer Hall offers freshly brewed beer,
just-baked pretzels and terrific city views. To learn
about the brewing process, take a guided tour of its




Clockwise from top-left: Discover Boston’s
Revolutionary history at Faneuil Hall; take a tour
of the century-old Symphony Hall; find art from
antiquity to the 19th century at the Isabella
Stewart Gardner Museum; learn about marine
life at the New England Aquarium
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the Boston Red Sox, is
the oldest Major League

Baseball field still in use
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beer-making and bottling facility, and then enjoy a
tasty selection of Harpoon and UFO beers poured
straight from the tap as well as a growler bottle or
case of beer to go.

www.harpoonbrewery.com

FENWAY PARK

A visit to Boston is not complete without a trip to
Fenway Park, home to the multiple World Series-
winning Boston Red Sox. The oldest original Major
League Baseball Park still in use, the park looks
much the same as it did when it opened its gates in
1912. There’s no need to worry if it is baseball season

or not as tours are available year-round. Visitors
enjoy one-hour guided walks through the stadium
where Red Sox legends Ted Williams, Carl “Yaz”
Yastrzemski and Carlton Fisk - all honoured by the

Harpoon Brewery
serves craft beers
and sells growler
bottles and cases
to take away
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Baseball Hall of Fame - were cheered by enthusiastic CATHAY PACIFIC

fans. Learn the story behind Pesky’s Pole that stands
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boston.redsox.mlb.com
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Boston skyline (previous pages): Amanda Hall - Robert Harding/Argusphoto



TIPS FROM THE TEAM EIZRAGE

MARIUS CARSTENSEN
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My favourite place to eat in Boston is Eastern Standard in
Kenmore Square, but for the best dining experience with the
best views of the city, | prefer Top of the Hub on the 52nd
floor of the Prudential Tower. Driving across the Charles
River onto Memorial Drive in Cambridge also provides great
viewing spots. My favourite cocktail place is the OAK Long
Bar + Kitchen at the Fairmont Copley Plaza hotel and for
shopping, Newbury Street has trendy and upscale shops.
Relaxing in the city means spending time in the Public
Garden or Boston Common, the oldest and first public park
in the US. On sunny days it pays to visit the Boston Harbor
Islands. The best-kept secret is on the 2nd floor of the Union
Oyster House - a booth where President John F. Kennedy
used to eat. So be sure to ask the waiter to see the booth.
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STAY

MANDARIN ORIENTAL,
BOSTON

Boston charm meets con-
temporary oriental luxury in
the bustling Back Bay district.
The hotel has a luxury spa and
bistro dining at Bar Boulud.

www.mandarinoriental.com

FAIRMONT COPLEY
PLAZA

This elegant 1912 luxury hotel
in the Back Bay area blends
old-world architecture with
contemporary amenities and
first-class service. Brasserie-
style OAK Long Bar + Kitchen
serves epic martinis and
dishes using local ingredients.

www.fairmont.com

EAT

B&G OYSTERS

A classic oyster bar located in
historic South End offering
seasonal seafood dishes,
lobster rolls and a wide
selection of bivalves from
the East and West coasts.

www.bandgoysters.com
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Get a true New England experience with
a stay at the Mandarin Oriental, Boston
or a meal of Boston lobster (below)
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they catch. ®

BOSTON LOBSTER TOUR

Seafood lovers can hop aboard a traditional working
lobster boat for a tour of Boston’s active harbour and
perfect photo-ops of downtown’s skyline. Captain
Carli helms The Fourcast, an authentic Downeast
vessel, and offers 60- to 9o-minute narrated cruises
past historic sites such as the Boston Tea Party loca-
tion and the Old North Church. Watch the captain
haul his lobster traps, and learn about other sea
creatures such as crabs, starfish and sea urchins. The
best part? Guests can keep any legal-sized lobsters

www.bostonlobstertours.com

TRATTORIA IL PANINO
Located in Italian-centric
North End, this casual-dining
favourite is known for special-
ity pastas and shellfish dishes
from Italy’s Amalfi Coast.

www.trattoriailpanino.com

GRILL 23 & BAR

An elegant steakhouse serv-
ing chops, seafood and salads.
A stylish new bar offers flights
of Scotch and a craft-cocktail
menu in a central Back Bay
location.

www.grill23.com

TOWNSMAN
Husband-and-wife duo Matt
and Kate Jennings runs this
new downtown hot spot for
brasserie-inspired New Eng-
land farmhouse fare. Be sure
to try the eclectic cocktails.

www.townsmanboston.com
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www.townsmanboston.com

Photos. Boston lobster: Getty Images
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