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News, Apps, Deals, and Gear from New England and Beyond

COUNTDOWN TO SUMMER
ON NANTUCKET
Take advantage of preseason
rates and start dreaming
about the beach. Nantucket’s
retro-chic hotels, The Veran-
da House and Chapman
House, are offering Count-
down to Summer 3-2-1 pack-

ages (May 19-June 27). Includes two complimentary round-
trip passes on the Steamship Authority’s Fast Ferry service
from Hyannis (valued at $138) for a three-night stay, and one
complimentary pass for a two-night stay. Rates start at $199
midweek and $249 on the weekends at The Veranda House,
and $169 midweek and $209 weekends at Chapman House.
Both offer a complimentary morning meal, free Wi-Fi, and af-
ternoon chocolate chip cookies. 877-228-0695, www.theveran
dahouse.com

BABY ANIMAL DAY IN VERMONT
Take the family to Baby Animal Day at Billings Farm and
Museum in Woodstock (March 30, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.) to see
cuter-than-cute chicks, ducklings, goslings, lambs, and calves.
Programs include learning how to care for and feed the ani-
mals, and craft activities for children. Got a green thumb?
Learn the importance of heirloom seeds and select a few vari-
eties to plant at home. Admission includes all programs and
activities, farm life exhibits, plus the working dairy farm and
horse-drawn wagon rides. Adults $12, age 62 and over $11,
children 5-15 $6, 3-4 $3, under 3 free. 802-457-2355, www
.billingsfarm.org

NEW SWISSÔTEL IN INDIA
Going to Goa? The new Swissôtel Goa celebrates its debut
with a hard-to-resist opening promotion. Stay at least two
nights and receive a discount of 25 percent off the best avail-
able rates (though May 31). Includes daily complimentary buf-
fet breakfast and a three-course set dinner or buffet dinner at
North Café as well as checkout at 4 p.m. Located in the town
of Calangute, a popular tourist destination in North Goa, the
hotel features adult and children’s pools, pool bar, fitness cen-
ter, kids club (ages 4-14), and contemporary rooms and suites.
From $130 per night (before discount). 800-637-9477,
www.swissotel.com/hotels/goa

HERE THERE EVERYWHERE

PANLATIN FLAVORS INMIAMI
Savor the tastes of Latin America in Miami’s new contempo-
rary steakhouse, Toro Toro, where chef Richard Sandoval of-
fers a menu highlighting the region’s distinctive flavors, indig-
enous ingredients and spices. Small plates feature hot and
cold items such as smoked swordfish dip with pickled chilies,
and corn cake pockets filled with shredded short ribs. Or try
a la carte grilled meats and seafood. Located in the lobby level
of the InterContinental Miami, the restaurant is part of a $32
million property redesign and is modeled after Sandoval’s
Dubai Toro Toro. Small plates $8-$12, churrasco and grill
$34-$49. 305-372-4710, www.torotoromiami.com

FINGER LAKES GOLFANDGAS PACKAGE
Tee off in New York this spring and take advantage of a $50
gas card and golf package available at two championship
courses: Ravenwood Golf Club, host of the 2003 and 2009
New York State Golf Championships (585-924-5100, www
.ravenwoodgolf.com), and Bristol Harbour, a Robert Trent
Jones-designed course known for its views of Canandaigua
Lake (800-288-8248, www.bristolharbour.com). Starting
April 1, the package includes one day of golf and one night ac-
commodation at the Holiday Inn Express and Suites, Victor,
N.Y., or at the Bristol Harbour Resort Hotel, Canandaigua,
N.Y., $50 gas card per twosome, unlimited golf, cart and
range, and lunch at the course. Through May 23. From $159
per person. www.visitfingerlakes.com/golf-the-finger-lakes

FIND FAB BEACH GETAWAYS
Attention beach-o-philes: If you’re yearning for a warm and
sunny getaway but don’t know where to go, Fodor’s 80 De-
grees by the Sea beach finder tool can help you choose your
perfect vacation. This free website is fun to use: Simply click
on a series of photos that best depict your ideal trip, and then,
based on the selections, the site generates customized getaway
suggestions, complete with hotel and restaurant recommen-
dations. Featuring 80 beach destinations from the Caribbean,
Mexico, Central America, Florida, and Hawaii, including new
destinations added this year such as St. George’s Cay, Belize;
Osa Peninsula, Costa Rica; Mayakoba, Mexico; and more.
www.fodors.com/80degrees

TRAVEL PLANNINGWITH AARP
AARP is introducing a new online travel planning toolkit.
Designed to aid travelers, especially those 50 and older, the
webpage offers ways to compare costs when planning an up-
coming vacation, determines whether it’s best to drive or fly to
a destination, and assists members in booking every aspect of
their trip, including flights, car rentals, hotel accommoda-
tions, and cruises. For those who prefer to drive, the toolkit
maps your route, calculates ways to save money using AARP
member discounts, and estimates the cost of fuel based on
current national average prices. www.discounts.aarp.org/
planyourtrip/index/uSource/HCTN

NECEE REGIS

By Claudia Capos
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

BERGL, Austria — A cascade
of pure chocolate shimmers
down a curvaceous fountain in-
side a see-through cylinder at
the Zotter Chocolate Factory in

southeastern Austria. To re-
lease the dark-hued ambrosia
from its confines, I tug hard on
the polished stainless-steel
knob at the fountain’s base. A
thick stream of chocolate fills
my small ceramic tast ing

spoon, obliterating the smiling
face of factory founder Josef
Zotter imprinted on the spoon’s
bowl. The rich, earthy texture
and slightly bitter taste of the
unadulterated cocoa dollop
conjure images of steamy cacao
forests in some far-distant land.

After a few licks I am ready
to move to another fountain.
Next, I try mountain chocolate,
followed by milk, white, and
sheep’s milk. At the nougat
chocolate fountain, I linger. The
tantalizing blend of almonds
and sweet chocolate excites my
taste buds.

The fountain room is among
the highlights of an all-you-can-
eat chocolate-tasting odyssey
through Zotter Schokoladen
Manufaktur GmbH, one of Eu-
rope’s premier family-run choc-
olatiers. Our 90-minute tour of
the bean-to-bar production pro-
cess stretches into three hours
of chocolate indulgence and
discovery.

Zotter, 52, who began his ca-
reer as a cake baker and started
dabbling in chocolates 20 years
ago, opened his chocolate facto-
ry on his parents’ farm near
Riegersburg, southeast of
Graz, in 1999. The enterprise,
operated with his wife, Ulrike,
attracts 170,000 visitors annu-
ally.

Over the past decade, Zotter
has revolutionized the once-
staid milk and nut chocolate in-
dustry by incorporating flavor-
ful, exotic ingredients from
around the world into his choc-
olates. He also has popularized
“hand-scooping” (layering and
filling chocolates by hand) and
introduced “trinkschoko-
lade” (drinking chocolate), Mit-
zi Blue round chocolates,
CHOCOshots, and Lollytops for
children. At the factory’s Mi-
Xing Bar, visitors can create
their own concoctions in hun-
dreds of combinations.

All Zotter chocolate prod-
ucts are organic, and the choco-
late czar is a champion of Fair
Trade and sustainable growing
practices in developing econo-
mies. His delicacies have gar-
nered many awards, including
the 2011 Academy of Chocolate
silver award for the best bean-
to-bar milk chocolate and the
2006 Eurochocolate Award as
the best European chocolate
manufacturer.

The narrow country road

leading to the Zotter Chocolate
Factory meanders through roll-
ing Austrian hills laced with
vineyards and peach orchards.
Bright banners emblazoned
with the words “Schoko-Laden
Theater” flap from poles out-
side the entrance. Our intro-
duction begins with a short film
showing Zotter riding a mule
through the jungles of Nicara-
gua in search of perfect beans
from the Theobroma cacao
(“food of the gods”) tree. Cacao
pods are harvested by hand,
and the cocoa beans inside are
removed, then fermented and
dried before being shipped.

After the film ends, the fun
begins. Armed with English-
language audio handsets and
our tasting spoons, we descend
into the tasting room. Burlap
bags of beans are stacked high
in an adjacent storage room,
waiting to be roasted, ground,
conched (kneaded), and pro-
cessed. The factory annually
processes about 460 tons of raw

cocoa from Central and South
America, as well as Asia. From
small bowls, we select and
crack open roasted beans
grown in different locales to
taste the “nibs” inside. The next
tasting area features recepta-
cles containing ground choco-
late powder with incremental
amounts of sugar added.

After nibbling thin chocolate
squares and sniffing containers
of dried mint, rose petals, cum-
in, anise, and other condi-
ments, we file into a long hall-
way lined with 24 stainless-
s tee l sample -d ispens ing
machines. Each contains a dif-
ferent slab of flavored choco-
late, ranging from elderberry to
caramel. With a swift flick of a
lever, a small blade cuts a sliver
to taste.

At the Mi-Xing Bar, small
trinkschokolade bars, which
dissolve in hot milk, circulate
on a miniature Doppelmayr ca-
ble car. Cameroon-born bar-
tender Charles Ngangue greets
us. “I have something special
for you,” he says and returns
carrying three bars flavored
with pumpkin, masala Indian,
and East Asia green tea and
whips up a glass of each.

We are nearly at the bursting
point when we pass a water-
wheel-style lift offering assorted
chocolates. But we rally in a
room filled with copper kettles
containing marble-size choco-
late snacks.

Our final stop is the gift
shop. We select six packages of
chocolate, then double our or-
der. We know they won’t last
long once we get home.

Claudia Capos can be reached
at capocomm@sbcglobal.net.

If you go . . .
Zotter Schokoladen
Manufaktur GmbH
8333 Riegersburg, Bergl 56 A
011-43-3152-5554
www.zotter.at
Indulge in an all-you-can-eat
tasting tour of the Zotter
Chocolate Factory, and then
select from among 300
cocoa-based chocolate crea-
tions in the gift store. Tours
are offered Mon-Sat 8 a.m.-
8 p.m.; reservations recom-
mended. Adults $15, teens
$11, children $7.

Austria’s revolutionary chocolatier

CLAUDIA CAPOS FOR THE BOSTON GLOBE

On the tour of the Zotter Chocolate Factory, in Bergl,
Austria, a girl watches “chocolate grand cru” being made.

Experience the excitement of two amazing theme parks,
spectacular on-site hotels, non-stop nightlife andmore
at Universal Orlando® Resort. Because there’s a
difference between vacations you remember,
and those you’ll never forget.

Experience the excitement of two amazing theme parks,
spectacular on-site hotels, non-stop nightlife andmore

Vacation Like
You Mean It

Visit UniversalOrlando.com/Trip, call 855-288-1935,
or contact your preferred travel professional.

HARRY POTTER, characters, names and related indicia are trademarks of and © Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. Harry Potter Publishing Rights © JKR.
(s13)
All prices, package inclusions & options subject to availability and to change without notice and additional restrictions may apply. †Requires theme park admission. Good for the number of guests staying in the room.
Not available at Harry Potter and the Forbidden Journey™ and other select attractions. ^Valid for one (1) guest admission during regular operating hours to one (1) Universal Orlando theme park per day for any three
(3) calendar days during a fourteen (14) consecutive calendar day period and excludes separately ticketed events/venues. *Rate is based on double adult occupancy for a 3 night stay at the Loews Royal Pacific Resort
and valid for bookings now–12/6/13 and travel; 8/18 – 10/3/13; 12/1 – 12/12/13. Additional on-site hotels, rates and travel dates available. Universal Parks & Resorts Vacations is registered with the State of Florida
as a seller of travel. Registration number ST-24215. TRANSFORMERS and its logo and all related characters are trademarks of Hasbro and are used with permission. © 2013 Hasbro. All Rights Reserved. © 2013
DreamWorks L.L.C. and Paramount Pictures Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Universal elements and all related indicia TM & © 2013 Universal Studios. © 2013 Universal Orlando. All rights reserved. 255514/0313WS

Prices start from $589* per adult

Enjoy three-night accommodations at an on-site hotel
and get your 3rd day FREÊ at one of our theme parks.

Stay On-Site &

Skip the
Regular Lines†

TAX INCLUSIVE

Players Choice Tours, Inc.
“The Aruba Specialists”

1-800-79-ARUBA(27822)
www.ARUBA4U.com

All rates include non-stop air, round trip transfers,
all air and hotel taxes. Rates are based on Tues, Wed,
Thurs travel, other days avail at slightly higher rates.
Rates are per person based on double occupancy. Some
blackout dates apply. Call for availability. Travel dates
April 8 - December 19, 2013.

RADISSON
• NON-STOPROUNDTRIP
•GUESTROOM
•BREAKFASTBUFFETDAILY
• LUNCHDAILY
• $100 FOOD&BEVERAGECREDIT
PERROOM
•$200CASINOMATCHPLAYCHIPS
PERROOM
•TWO$25SPACREDITS
• ROUNDTRIPTRANSFERSON ISLAND
•ALLHOTELTAXES

8 DAYS · 7 NIGHTS

$1449 PP

ARUBARESORT& SPA


