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Under the volcano, Montserrat rebounds

Its ruins and its
hardy population
attract tourists

By Necee Regis
GLOBE CORRESPONDENT

LITTLE BAY, Montserrat —
Reggae on the radio. It’s 95 de-
grees outside and even hotter in
the cab as we pass a sign with
ominous red text: You are now
entering ZONE B. We continue
driving after the pavement ends,
the sides of the car scraping low
scrubby brush, and enter a land-
scape of hardened mud, slate
grey ash, and the silvery remains
of trees stripped bare of leaves.
Dominating the horizon, the
smoking hulk of the Soufriére
(sulphur in French) Hills Volcano
smudges an otherwise brilliant
blue sky.

We park on the mud-filled
Belham River, adjacent to what
used to be a golf course, the aban-
doned Vue Pointe Hotel, and the
formerly vibrant neighborhood
of Old Towne. My skin feels grit-
ty. My driver, Reuben Furlonge, is
talking seismic events and pyro-
clastic flows. The residents of
Montserrat, this small Caribbean
island 300 miles southeast of
Puerto Rico, don’t just live be-
neath an active volcano; they’re
conversant in the science of erup-
tions.

“This volcano as it is, doesn’t
give any sign or warning,” said
Furlonge. “The flow moves fast.
From the mountain down to
Plymouth took 90 seconds.”

Plymouth, the former capital
city of this United Kingdom
Overseas Territory, is now com-
pletely buried by volcanic debris
and ash. Referred to as a mod-
ern-day Pompeii, it can best be
viewed from a boat offshore,
where only the upper stories of
buildings are visible in what
looks like a lunar landscape.

Although two-thirds of the is-
land is closed because of contin-
ued volcanic activity, visitors
need not worry. After the first
eruption on July 18, 1995, the
Montserrat Volcano Observatory,
or MVO, was established to con-
tinually monitor the situation.

“Outside of the exclusion
zones, it’s absolutely perfectly
safe to come here,” said Paul
Cole, the MVO director who ar-
rived from the United Kingdom
after working on volcanoes all ov-
er the world.

Anyone interested in geology,
or appreciative of the power of
nature, has a rare opportunity to
safely observe an active volcano
from the MVO viewing deck. The
visitors center also offers a crash
course in the science of volca-
noes, including a riveting 20-
minute film describing the vol-
canic history and impact on
Montserrat. Thrill-seekers and
adventurers, however, are dis-
couraged from visiting the island
as travel is strictly forbidden in
the exclusion zones. Want to
scale the side of a volcano? You
can’t do it here.

Called the “Emerald Isle of the
Caribbean,” Montserrat is known
for its scenic and rugged coast-
line, as well as for its Irish herit-
age. St. Patrick’s Day, a national
holiday, is a weeklong celebration
culminating in a parade to the
Heritage Day Fair, where people
sell local specialties (including
goat water, the national dish) and
enjoy live entertainment.

During the rest of the year,
this is an island for people who
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Belham River is mud-filled since the Soufriére Hills Volcano (visible through the smoke)
eruptions that began in 1995. A traditional dress of madras fabric and Montserratian colors.

want an authentic, low-key Ca-
ribbean experience in a friendly,
safe environment. Snorkeling,
boating, kayaking, bird-watch-
ing, and hiking are some of the
simple pleasures here. And the
water’s so pure you can drink it
from the tap.

“Montserrat is what the Carib-
bean used to be, an island with-
out cruise ships or casinos,” said
Troy Deppermann, owner of the
Green Monkey Inn and Dive
Shop. He also skippers a 10-seat
boat offering tours of Plymouth
from the water.

“The island was saved from
development by its lack of sandy
beaches,” added Deppermann.
“We have five or six beaches that
youwll have to yourself, unless it’s
a holiday. You’re not going to
have someone braiding your hair
or serving a pina colada.”

At Woodlands Beach, I found
an outside shower and picnic ta-
bles, but the only sounds were
birds in the almond trees and
waves breaking on volcanic sand.
The same was true at Bunkum
Bay Beach, where a wooded path
strewn with almond leaves and
palm fronds led to a small curve
of black sand, book-ended by
rocky bluffs.

There is one stretch of a yel-
low sand beach accessible by a
moderate 1.3-mile hike, or by
boat. One late afternoon, when
the rental shops were closed, my
friend and I were lucky to bump
into Scuba Montserrat owners
Emmy Ashton and Andrew Mey-
ers, who offered to open their
dive shop, inflate two kayaks,
and then joined us for an im-
promptu paddle out to Rendez-
vous Beach. (We discovered, on
more than one occasion, that the
island seems to operate this way.
People go out of their way to be
helpful.)

Along the route, an easy 15-
minute paddle, we skirted the
edge of 30-foot-high cliffs and
nosed into the mouth of bat
caves. Arriving at the beach, we
found it blissfully empty, and
swam and lounged until the sun
dipped low.

According to Ashton and
Meyers, there are 15 recognized
dive sites of varying depths on
the island. In shallower areas ad-
jacent to the cliffs, it’s common to
see brain corals, star corals, pillar
corals, sea plumes and fans, col-
orful reef fish, a variety of sea
snails, and an occasional octopus

or spiny lobster.

Farther out to sea, at a depth
of 40 to 50 feet, there are enor-
mous barrel sponges, sea turtles,
copper sweepers, spotted drums,
and other fish of all sizes, includ-
ing large pelagic fish.

Bird-watchers will want to vis-
it the Montserrat National Trust,
a small organization working to
preserve the island’s heritage, to
learn about the rare national
bird, the Montserrat oriole, and
purchase a card illustrating the
island’s 34 species of resident
land birds and migrant song-
birds, including the purple-
throated Carib, the forest thrush,
and the mangrove cuckoo. Trail
maps are also available for pur-
chase, and arrangements can be
made for hiring birding guides.

The government is working
hard to build a new capital city in
Little Bay. If any island can ac-
complish this task, it’s Montser-
rat, which rebuilt Plymouth after
Hurricane Hugo destroyed 95
percent of its buildings in 1989,
only to have it irreparably de-
stroyed by the volcano.

“Before the volcano, nothing
was in Little Bay. There was no
reason to come up here,” said
Deppermann, whose business is
one of several that have settled
along this northern cove.

Another new business is Soca
Cabana, a bar and music venue
where residents and visitors
meet and mingle. It’s directly on
the beach, a short walk from the
ferry dock for day-trippers from
Antigua.

“We are devoted to live mu-
sic,” said owner Tom WalKer, a re-
tired TV reporter from Washing-
ton, D.C., who also plays guitar
and sings. “The island should be
known for its volcano but also for
its musical history.”

By history, Walker doesn’t on-
ly mean local reggae and soca
music, which he features, or the
Jimmy Buffet-style oldies he
played in the States with his
band, Tommy and the Bahamas.
Walker is talking about the is-
land’s rock royalty — Phil Collins,
Mick Jagger, Jimmy Buffet, Elton

If you go

Getting there,
getting around

WinAir (www.fly-winair.com)
and Fly Montserrat (www.fly
montserrat.com) both make
daily scheduled flights from
Antigua. Car rentals run $30-
$50 per day; you need to apply
for a local driver’s license at
the point of entry (about $18).
Taxi with guide is $25 an hour,
but ask for daily rates. Taxi
guide: Reuben Furlonge, 664-
492-2790.

What to do

Montserrat Volcano
Observatory

Flemmings

664-491-5647; www.mvo.ms
Safely observe volcanic moun-
tains from deck. Informative
video and interactive kiosks in
the Interpretation Center, $4.
Plymouth Boat Tour

The Green Monkey

Inn and Dive Shop

Little Bay

664-496-3483
www.divemontserrat.com
Observe the buried former
capital from the water. Full dive
shop services, 2%2-hour tour
$55.

Scuba Montserrat

Little Bay

664-496-7807
www.scubamontserrat.com
Scuba diving, snorkeling, kayak
rentals, guided beach trips,
picnics, and diving certification
classes. Prices vary per activity.
Montserrat National Trust
Salem Main Road
664-491-3086
www.montserratnationaltrust
.ms

Historic exhibitions, botanic
gardens, research library, and
gift shop with local crafts.
Birding and hiking maps and
guided tour info, $5.

Where to stay

Olveston House

Olveston

664-491-5210
www.olvestonhouse.com
Three rooms with fans and
porches; three rooms with air
conditioning. Pool, tennis, Wi-Fi,

Scuba Montserrat in Little
Bay offers the water-bound
tourist an extensive menu.

and full service restaurant.
Doubles $99.

Gingerbread Hill

St. Peter’s

664-491-5812
www.volcano-island.com
Mountain aerie with views of
the sea. Ham radio tower and
Wi-Fi, $35-$125.

Mount Pleasant Eco Lodge
and Campsite

Brades

664-491-2933
www.greenlivingmontserrat
.com

Mountain campsites with views
of the sea. Amenities: lanterns,
inflatable beds, cots, lamps, ice
boxes, cooking pots, dishes,
cutlery, stoves, grills, and bak-
ing ovens. Platform, tent, and
amenities for two $45.
Where to eat

Olveston House
www.olvestonhouse.com/
restaurant.html

British favorites infused with an
island flair. Open most days for
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and
tea. Reservations required
except for Friday open house
Pub Night. Entrees $20-$45.
Tina’s Restaurant

Brades Main Road
664-491-3538

Roadside house serving local
fare for breakfast, lunch, and
dinner. Local fish, stewed mut-
ton, Creole shrimp, and home-
made pies. Entrees $9-$24.

John, Paul McCartney, Sting, Ste-
vie Wonder, and Eric Clapton —
who sometimes lived here in the
1980s, and recorded at the AIR
Studios of Sir George Martin,
who produced all but one of the
Beatles’ original albums.

“God knows how many fa-
mous elbows rested here,” said
Walker, referring to the wood bar
he rescued from the destroyed
and abandoned studios.

Storms have battered this is-
land and the volcano has covered
it with ash, but the spirit to per-
severe is strong. Many of the AIR

musicians with emotional ties
here held a concert to raise mon-
ey for the new cultural and per-
forming arts center in Little Bay.
And the local artists? They never
stopped singing.

Necee Regts can be reached at
neceeregis@gmail.com.
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(Spain, Ireland, Flor/Venice/Rome)Oth. trips
spring/fall- Italy, Austria, France, UK much more

Allinc. air, htl, host, 2+ meals daily, full sites
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Signup for email deals at www.durgantravel.com
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The Islands of Azores, Portugal offer endless adventures from snorkeling

to hiking to biking while surrounded by scenic volcanic landscapes, lush

vegetation and the beautiful Atlantic ocean. All this plus diverse and

delicious European food and spirits to enhance your experience. Plan your

European holiday and explore the unique Azores Islands, Portugal—

just a four hour direct flight from Boston on SATA Airlines www.sata.pt.
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Nature That Fits You.

Cancun

Krystal Cancun wwws 2z
Fantastic beachfront location in the
heart of the hotel zone.

Barcelo Tucancun Beach vwwe 7z
Action-packed family-friendly resort with
three pools and four restaurants.

Riviera Maya
Ocean Maya by H10 Resorts wewe

Great choice for travelers seeking an intimate
resort with a tropical atmosphere.

One Week Sale

Saturday Roundirip Non-Stop Airfare via Allegiant Air

Riviera Maya
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THE PLACE YOU THOUGHT YOU KNEW

WINTER RELIEF

Your ALL-INCLUSIVE Apple Vacation includes Roundtrip Airfare from Boston
hotel accommodations, all meals, all drinks, all tips, transfers and more!

Dreams Puerto Aventuras

GOLDEN 9w %% Unlimited-Luxury®
Book by Dec 8. Ask about FREE Upgrades!
VALUE PLUS: $200-$400 Resort Coupons

per stay (restrictions apply), plus,
FREE Non-Stop Transfers (A $30 Value).

including Romantic dinner, spa treatment and more per room,

7 Nis 30697 31099

Grand Sirenis Riviera Cancun GOLDEN ww@%% 7 Nis from
Spacticular modern design with junior suites and .
INisfrom (oo 6l carte theme restaurants. 9 5999W
$1439%" 5899"‘" .. -
Now Jade Riviera Cancun GOLDEN %% %% %% Unlimited-Luxury®
VALUE PLUS: $200 Resort Coupons including romantic dinner,
s s«  5pa treatment and more per room, per stay [restrictions apply),
20897 999 plus, FREE Non-Stop Transfers (A $30 Value).
Night Out Dine Around Package: Stay at Now Jade, enjoy dinner and
an evening of enterfainment at |
7 Nis from  Now Sapphire Riviera Cancun. sggégv?'s'l ] 99W
. All prices valid for select January departure(s).
45397 999" ALL WINTER DATES & HOTELS ARE ON SALE!
(f)) Secrets Silversands Riviera Cancun 7))
D REAMS GOLDEN @%@ % Unlimited-Luxury® S ECRETS

Resorts & « f/'m.r

Contemporary, sophisticated All-Suite
Adults-Only Resort. VALUE PLUS: $200 Resort Coupons
including romantic dinner, spa treatment and more per room,
per stay (restrictions apply), plus,

FREE Non-Stop Transfers (A $30 Value).

Fesorts & «Jpas

7 Nis 36697 1399

|x|'apa Roundtrip Airfare via Continental Airlines
Melia Azul Ixtapa @w€®Ple Deluxe Oceanview Room. A true all-inclusive paradise for the whole family.

4 Nis from 939

Price valid Sun/Mon January 9-April 18

user feesLnot included. All prices shown include ap
to availal

Continental Airlines or other U.S. certified air carrier, hotel fransfers, hotel tax and ba;
of baggage charges. Bookings within 14 days of departure add $10 per person. $12
ﬁcable fuel surcharges. Holiday surcharges and weekend add-ons may apply. All packages are capacity controlled and subject
ility and change. Fares are for general information only and not a reflection of current seat availability. Apple Vacations not responsible for errors or omissions. See Apple
Vacations’ Fair Trade Contract. nad_1688_120510_boston_cl

CAPPLE VACATIONS co*

Prices vary by departure date. Prices are per person, based on double occupancy, unless otherwise stated and include roundirip airfare from Boston via Allegiant Air, Ixtapa via
ggage hundllrég Please see the individual air carriers website for a full detailed descrlphon
foreign taxes/fees, $2.50 per segment September 11th Security Fee, airport

96 (U.S. an

Call 1-800-517-2000 or book it online at applevacations.com today!



